
My Trip to Aruba
Day One

We arrived at the Aruba Airport at 12:35 pm.  After a four and a half hour flight we were pretty exhausted.  By the time we cleared customs and got to the hotel it was about 2:00.  We stayed at the Marriot Ocean Club.  The couple (Anna and Danny) we went with have their own timeshare.  It worked out pretty well for us because we only had to come up with the airfare and spending money!  

After we arrived at the hotel by taxi we checked into our rooms, unpacked, got changed and headed straight to the pool. What we had seen of the resort so far was beautiful.  It had 3 pools and each one had a swim-up bar – perfect!   We went back to the room at about 6:30 to shower and get ready for dinner.  Since it had been such a long day we decided to eat at one of the restaurants in the hotel.  We chose Il Toscano the Italian restaurant.  The food was fabulous!  Since we were so tired we decided to call it an early night and get back to the room. 
Day Two

On day two we got up early.  We rented a car and set off to explore the Island.  We found the natural bridge which was magnificent.  I’ve heard that since our visit the bridge has collapsed.  What a shame, I’m glad we got to see it.  

After our drive we went back to the resort and headed down to the beach.  We had lunch at The Grill, which is on the beach and then went in the water.  The ocean is so beautiful.  There are no waves.  I think it is because of the coral reefs.  It’s great just to lie on the raft and float around.  I could do it all day!

We had dinner at an Italian restaurant in the Radisson Hotel and the food was great.  
Day Three

On day three we set out to find Baby Beach.  All the locals said it’s a ‘must see’ in Aruba.  I found out quickly why they call it baby beach.  You can go out into the water hundreds of feet and the water is still only up to your thighs or waist.  This was great for me because I’m a little scared of deep waters.  We relaxed on the rafts for a while and then did a little snorkeling.  The fish were big and beautiful. 

When we got back to the hotel we showered and got ready for dinner.  I definitely got a little sun burned today.  I guess it’s because I used a lower SPF than yesterday and we were in the water for a long time.  We had dinner at the buffet style restaurant in our resort.  It was fabulous as usual.  The food on this Island is incredible and expensive!  I can see what we’re going to spend the majority of our money on!

Day Four

In the morning we relaxed at the Beach for a while and had lunch at The Grill again.  We discovered a new drink - a frozen concoction called the ‘Slippery Monkey’.  I think this will be our official drink for the remainder of the vacation.  

Later in the afternoon we went for a drive.  Apparently there used to be a lot of gold mining on the Island.  While driving along the coast we found some of the ruins of these.  Joe climbed up to the top and I took a picture of him.

We had dinner at a restaurant that was recommended by the concierge.  It was wonderful!  The food on this island is great.  Eating has become one of my favorite activities.  Too bad I don’t eat fish because everyone says it’s the best they’ve ever had anywhere!    

Day Five

Today we just alternated between the pool and the beach.  We had lunch again at The Grill and just relaxed all day.  

We went to dinner at the Hilton Hotel and it was wonderful.  After dinner we decided to hit the casino.  We played Roulette and Let It Ride all night.  While at the Let It Ride table we met a celebrity.  Paulie, from the show Orange County Choppers, sat right next to me.  

Day Six

Today we went to DePalm Island.  It is a little island, off the coast of Aruba, that is known for its snorkeling.  To bad my husband doesn’t snorkel – he’s afraid of sharks- because the fish here were amazing.  You swim right over the coral reefs and the fish are every color, shape and size you can imagine!   We had lunch on the island and then took a boat ride!  For dinner we ate at a restaurant in town.  It was recommended by the concierge.  It was excellent.

Day Seven

On our last day we decided to relax by the pool and the beach.  We had lunch at our usual spot and just soaked up the sun all morning.  In the afternoon Anna and I went to the spa for our appointments.  We each had a massage and a facial.  It was so relaxing and pampering.  A perfect way to end our vacation!
For dinner we went to the same restaurant we ate at the first night, Il Toscano.  The antipasto was extraordinary and we even took a picture of it!  After dinner we got ice-cream at the resort’s ice cream parlor.  We went to the casino briefly and then headed out to the beach to wade in the water a little and reminisce on our week.  

We fly out bright and early tomorrow morning.  It was a great vacation!

Hopefully, we’ll be able to come back one day.
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