

1. CNN.com Archives  http://www.cnn.com/SPECIALS/ 
The CNN Archives feature special in-depth reports on key current American (and World) events, issues and personalities. Most special reports supply historical overviews, articles, photographs, timelines or chronologies, video clips, maps, interviews, sources and more.  Great website to browse through because of its large collection of information on so many topics.  

2. PBS Online  http://www.pbs.org/
A great source for information on a countless of historical events and personalities. PBS has assorted and diverse web exhibits increase their television series and generally include a resume of each episode, interviews , a timeline, primary sources, a glossary, photos, maps, and links to relevant sites.  PBS is filled with great information for kids because it range in information is so wide, highly recommended.  

3. Digital History http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/ 
This impressive site includes an up-to-date U.S. history textbook; annotated primary sources on United States, Mexican American, and Native American history, and slavery; and succinct essays on the history of ethnicity and immigration, film, private life, and science and technology.  The Doing History feature lets users reconstruct the past through the voices of children, gravestones, advertising, and other primary sources. Reference resources include classroom handouts, chronologies, encyclopedia articles, glossaries, and an audio-visual archive including speeches, book talks and e-lectures by historians, and historical maps, music, newspaper articles, and images.  This is an all around great site because it does not just have information for kids but it has activities and also provides lesson plans for teachers.  

4. Center for History and New Media: History Matters  http://historymatters.gmu.edu/
 History Matters is a wonderful online resource for history teachers and students. Among the many digital resources are lesson plans, syllabi, links, and exhibits. Resources are designed to benefit professional historians, high school teachers, and students of history.  Again this is a website that will help you as a high school history teacher, it helps to guide the teacher as well as the students.  

5. Library of Congress  http://lcweb.loc.gov/   
An outstanding and invaluable site for American history and general studies.  Contains primary and secondary documents, exhibits, map collections, prints and photographs, sound recordings and motion pictures. The Library of Congress also offers a Learning Page that provides activities, tools, ideas, and features for educators and students.  This is also a great site because you have so much access to so much information.  

6. Do History: Martha Ballard  http://dohistory.org/ 
DoHistory is an interactive site that presents students with historical documents and engages them in the art of "doing" history.  Based upon the 200 year old diary of colonial midwife Martha Ballard, DoHistory includes a searchable copy of Ballard's diary and thousands of original documents.  For people who like history this a very valuable sight because it lets you into Martha Ballard’s diary, giving the reader a first hand account of the times.  

7. The Valley of the Shadow   http://www.vcdh.virginia.edu/teaching/vclassroom/vclasscontents.html
The Valley of the Shadow depicts two communities, one Northern (Franklin County, Pennsylvania) and one Southern (Augusta County, Virginia), through the experience of the American Civil War.  Students explore the conflict via the thousands of sources for the period before, during, and after the Civil War for Augusta County, Virginia, and Franklin County, Pennsylvania.  This is a good site as well because it provides writing activities and lesson plans for teachers.  


8. Cold War: From Yalta to Malta (CNN)   http://www.cnn.com/SPECIALS/cold.war/
This CNN Perspectives series explores the Cold War experience from many different angles. Included are interactive maps, rare video footage, declassified documents, biographies, picture galleries, timelines, interactive activities, a search function, book excerpts, an educator's guide and more.  Good websites because it allows you go through 50 years of history and explore everything about the Cold War.
 
9. Race for the Super Bomb (PBS)  http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/amex/bomb/
There are some peculiar but fascinating features at this site, including a Panic Quiz and a Nuclear Blast Map. Visitors to the site can simulate the drop of 50s-era atomic bombs on American cities and get death and damage reports. There are also interviews, film footage of explosions, a map of target sites in the U.S., a weapons stockpile list for 1945 to 1997, a timeline, primary sources, transcripts, a teacher's guide and a people and events section.  Great site highly recommended it really helps the kids to understand the powerful effects of a nuclear bomb.  

10. The Sport of Life and Death  http://www.ballgame.org/ 
The site is based on a traveling exhibition now showing at the Newark Museum in Newark, New Jersey and bills itself as "an online journey into the ancient spectacle of athletes and gods." There are helpful interactive maps, timelines, and samples of artwork in the Explore the Mesoamerican World section. The focus of the site, however, is the Mesoamerican ballgame, the oldest organized sport in history. The sport is explained through a combination of images, text, expert commentary, and video.  Not the most informational site but interesting and is useful in presenting other cultures.   

11. Spartacus Educational
The Spartacus Educational website provides a series of history encyclopedias. Titles currently include British History: 1750-1960, United States: 1840-1980, First World War, Second World War, Russia: 1860-1945, Cold War, Assassination of JFK, Spanish Civil War, Medieval World, Tudors & Stuarts, Germany: 1900-1945 and France: 1900-1945.  A wide variety of historical information and provides relative links to learn more about a certain subject.  

12. Thinking History 
The website is an attempt to make good quality active learning ideas freely available to teachers all round the country. It includes several examples of the same model of activity for different topics. Thinking History is building up slowly over the next couple of years, starting with a dozen activities in September and then adding others each month, hopefully including activities submitted by teachers.  A good site to pull ideas from to help in your learning activities.  

13. Ask an Historian
The following sections are currently available: Life and Death of John F. Kennedy, The Cold War, The Vietnam War, Nazi Germany, Second World War, First World War, Women’s History, Black History, American West, Spanish Civil War and History of Russia. In the foreseeable future people will be able to ask a panel of experts, questions about history. The panels include teachers, historians, authors and researchers with expert knowledge of the period. Where possible, people with actual experience of these events, will also join the various panels.  Will be a great site when everything is put together.  
14. The American 1950s
This site provides literature and culture information of the 1950’s.  There is a huge list of links in alphabetical order on almost everything about the 1950’s.  Great website if you are teaching about the 50’s it really helps to capture the time period.   

15. New Deal Network 
At the core of the New Deal Network is a database of primary source materials, photographs, political cartoons, and texts (speeches, letters, and other historic documents), gathered from the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library, the National Archives and Records Administration, the Library of Congress, and other sources. Currently there are over 20,000 items in this database, many of them previously accessible only to scholars.  A lot of information but a little dry for kids, probably good for a teacher but for students I don’t recommend it.  

16. The 1920's Experience
The perfect site for high school kids learning about the 1902’s.  This carefree site really captures the essence of the Roaring 20’s.  It covers art, literature, people, events, inventions, music, technology, entertainment, and fads and fashions.  Highly recommended, very good site for high school history teachers.       

17. American Indian Studies
This website is dedicated to the presentation of unique artwork, photographs, video and sound recordings which accurately reflect the history, culture and richness of the Native American experience in North America and has been expanded to include Indian people of Central America and Mexico.  Highly recommended, again great site to help the students understand the American Indian, important for students to see the true culture of the American Indian.  

18. Early America 
The main focus at Archiving Early America is primary source material from 18th Century America, which all displayed digitally. A unique array of original newspapers, maps and writings come to life on the screen just as they appeared to our forebears more than 200 years ago.  Again highly recommended because it is a primary source and truly provides great insight to the times.  

The American Civil War Homepage 
A one-stop website for virtually all your Civil War needs: an almost unbelievable amount of histories, biographies, public documents, images and links to additional resources and Civil War interest groups.  Not the best looking site but it does its job provides good and valuable information on the Civil War.  

19. Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall Page 
This site can be used to search for names on the Vietnam Memorial Wall by name, home, service branch, service number, rank, birthdate, casualty date or by panel location. Information on individuals may include age, rank, home state, marital status, race, religion, length of service and the date, place, and cause of death.  Good site for the younger ages just to introduce the students to the Vietnam War.  
