Elba Alves

Computer as a Teacher’s Aide


Day 1

We are all packed up and ready to go!  My boyfriend, Tony, picked my family and me up and drove us to the Cape Liberty Cruise Port in New Jersey.  After he dropped us off we could see our cruise ship in the port.  Its name was Zenith, and I just couldn’t believe how big it really was.  Then we all got into line to check in.  As we waited on line it felt like an eternity before we could get on the ship.  Finally, we were called to the front.  Then we headed towards the ship.  Before we got on, they took a group shot and an individual picture for our identification cards.

My parents and I were amazed how big the ship was as we looked for our room. 

We unpacked our clothes quickly, and then it was time to practice the emergency evacuation drill. This seemed to make my mother and sister nervous.  Afterwards, we went to the top deck to get ready for our Bon Voyage celebration.  We departed Cape Liberty Port at 4:30 pm.  We enjoyed views of lower Manhattan, Statue of Liberty, and Ellis Island while listening to the sounds of a Caribbean band onboard.  To begin unwinding, I enjoyed a Miami Vice (half pina coloda, half strawberry daiquiri).  It was delicious!  

It was quite windy and the sky was a little gray.  I just couldn’t wait to see bright blue skies and the beautiful beaches of Bermuda.  My parents and I finished taking a tour of the ship, ate dinner, and went to bed.  Before bed, my sister and I went to the top deck to look at the sky.  It was amazing to see so many stars!

Day 2

Well my sister and I slept in late so we missed our seated breakfast. So we headed to the buffet breakfast.  After breakfast, we went to our room to change into our bathing suits.  We went to the top deck where we met our parents who had saved us two reclining beach chairs.  Thank goodness! It was packed there.  It felt so good to lie in the sun near a pool.  I opened up the Da Vinci Code.  After reading for awhile, I went to take a dip in the pool.  As I was drying off and getting ready to read again I heard an announcement coming over the intercom.  It couldn’t be true, could it?  I leaned over to someone lying next to me who confirmed what I heard.  Apparently, a passenger was in critical condition so our cruise ship had to turn around to meet the US Coast Guard half way.  Therefore we would lose a half day in Bermuda.   Rumors started to spread on the ship.  It seems someone had a heart attack.  There family would have to stay on the ship until we get to Bermuda.  Soon after, I heard helicopters.  Then one helicopter lowered itself and took the person up in a carriage to the chopper.  It was amazing to watch.  The top deck was crowded, waving and cheering the Coast Guard for their rescue.

Now, it was time to relax again so I went to the eleventh deck where I had an appointment at the ship’s spa. I treated myself to a massage and facial.  It felt wonderful!  Next, I went back to my room to get ready for our first formal dinner.   Before bed, my sister and I went to watch some karaoke singers.  It’s amazing what alcohol will make people do!
Day 3
At 9:00 am we finally arrived into Hamilton, Bermuda!  We were docked along Front Street.  My parents and I had breakfast outside while we took in the views.  The sky was a beautiful, clear blue.  Front Street was so pretty.  Each building was a different bright, pastel color.  After breakfast we packed our things and left the Zenith to take in Hamilton.  

Before we left on our cruise, I had booked my sister and me an excursion to swim with the dolphins.  I have wanted to do this since I was little.  I was so anxious to get there.  First we took a boat transfer to get to the Bermuda Maritime Museum.  It was called Dolphin Quest.  It was expensive, but worth every penny!  I was just so astonished by these animals.  They are so intelligent and caring.  The best part was when I got to kiss one!  It went by too quick.  After that we all walked back to the boat transfer and spent the rest of the day walking around Hamilton.  Front Street had a lot of beautiful boutiques, and it was fun to window shop.  However, it would have been a lot better if I actually had money to spend at those boutiques. 
Day 4
Another great day awaited us in Hamilton.  After visiting the buffet breakfast with my parents we packed our things and left the Zenith to find a taxi.  Finally, we got a taxi and we were headed towards Horseshoe Bay.  On our way, the taxi driver told us about life in Bermuda.  I was surprised to learn the minimum wage was fifteen dollars.  I wonder how much teachers make?  Finally, we arrived.  Oh my goodness, I have never seen a beach so beautiful.  The sand was soft and pink.  Then I went into the water and couldn’t get out.  That’s pretty amazing since I don’t like the ocean.  I was in waist deep and I could still see my feet.  It felt so great.  Next, I walked back to our spot and read the Da Vinci Code.  


We spent all day at the beach, but then our stomach started rumbling.  So we found a taxi and headed back to the ship for dinner.  Before bed, I went with my parents to the casino.  I sat down and played a few slot machines.   I couldn’t believe it, my machine started ringing.  I won! I won one hundred eighty dollars.  It was the perfect end to the perfect day!
Day 5
When I woke up this morning, I couldn’t believe how tired I was from yesterday.  
I didn’t realize how much the sun took out of me.  Today we arrived in St. George, Bermuda.  I could tell when we docked St. George was an older town filled with a lot of history for the island.  At breakfast, my father had a bunch of different brochures for us to look through.  He wanted to go somewhere before hitting the beach today.  So we decided to go explore the crystal caves.   The Crystal Caves were one hundred twenty feet below surface. In fact, this cave of stalagmites and stalactites was found accidentally by two boys searching for a lost ball in 1907.

After the Crystal Caves, my sister and I were excited to get to the beach.  We took a taxi to Fort St. Catherine’s beach.  It was lovely, but it still didn’t top Horseshoe Bay.  I’m almost done with the Da Vinci Code and it is great!  After dinner we went to the top deck for the luau.  There were so many beautiful ice and fruit carvings.  My sister and I danced a little and then decided to go to bed.  We couldn’t fall asleep so we decided to play cards for a bit.
Day 6
Today is our last day in Bermuda.  I can’t believe it!  It’s going by way too quickly.  My Dad and I woke up early this morning to rent a moped.  We decided to ride back to Hamilton, since we both loved it so much.  It took us forty minutes to get there.  When we got there we decided to go for coffee at a Portuguese Café we saw two days ago.  Then we walked around and I went souvenir shopping.  I purchased a pair of beaded flip flops and a pair of Bermuda bangles.  Then we rode back to St. George and returned the moped.  Yes, we did it.  We survived the moped ride!  

After we got back, my family decided to go to a local beach quickly since we were departing at 3:00 pm.  We walked to a local beach called Tobacco Bay.  After an hour it started to drizzle.  It must have been a sign it was time to go home.  So we found a taxi that took us back to the Zenith.  As we got back to the ship, the rain stopped, but the sky was still cloudy and gray. Then we ate a late lunch and went to the front of the ship to watch us depart.  It was pretty amazing to watch the Zenith leave St. George, because the straight is so narrow.  I was upset to leave Bermuda, but I know my vacation isn’t over yet.  I still have some time to relax!  Thank Goodness!
Day 7
Today is our last day and we are at sea.  The water seems a little rougher.  My mom and dad feel a little ill, but my sister and I are okay.  We decided to the gym after we ate breakfast.  I only spent about a half hour there.  I decided to go outside to the top deck to walk around the ship.  I walked more than a nautical mile.  

After the workout, I went to the hot tub for awhile.  Next, I went for lunch pool side.  I took a nap and finally finished my book.  After that, I kept thinking I wasn’t ready to go home, but I missed my boyfriend terribly.  I wanted him to see what I saw.  My parents and sister came up to me and asked to me if I wanted to play bingo.  Sounded like fun to me.  So we went to play bingo together.  Unfortunately we didn’t win, it seems I always need one or tow numbers to win.  I hate that, but I had a good time.  

Then, we went to our room to get ready for our last formal dinner.  Before dinner, we went to have our pictures taken by the photographer.  Since it was our last dinner and night on the cruise, our waiters came out with a special presentation of a Baked Alaska Parade.  Dinner was great and so was the Baked Alaskan dessert.   After dinner, we went for a walk around the ship.  We went to the art gallery and gift shop.  Then we went back to our rooms to relax a bit.  At midnight, it was time to eat some more!  There was an enormous presentation in the ballroom of every possible dessert you could think of.  Everything was decorated and carved so beautifully.  I almost felt bad eating it . . . Nah!  It was delicious!  I was stuffed, and I went to bed with a full tummy.
Day 8
Well I woke up this morning back in Jersey.  I have to say I am a bit saddened it’s all over.  Back to reality I guess.  I woke up and packed up all my things before breakfast.

It seemed like forever before I could get all my things into my bag. We left our luggage outside the room.   Then my sister and I met my parents for our last breakfast together.  This time we went to the ballroom for breakfast.

Then, we had to find the room we went to the first day during our emergency evacuation drill.  After about a half hour they called our room over the intercom to depart the ship.  Now, we went to find our luggage in the port.  As we looked for our luggage I called Tony to pick us up.  I was so excited to see him.  I missed him so much!  Finally, I saw his car.  Now it’s time to go home, and I can’t wait to share all my pictures and stories with Tony.  I will never forget this trip.  It was amazing, and I’ll never forget it as long as I live.  It definitely won’t be my last time to Bermuda.  I wonder if Tony wants to go there ?
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